Tylerite Finalist On Fox Dance Show
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Tylerite Ashlee Langas, 20, has successfully shimmied and shaken her way into one of the 20 finalist spots on Fox's hit reality show "So You Think You Can Dance."

Her No. 1 fans say they could not be more proud of their dancing daughter.

"I am amazed," said her father, Dr. Marc Langas. "We knew the kid was talented but you have no way of judging them until you put them against talent."

After her auditions in Chicago, the show's producers instantly adored Ashlee, her parents said.

"They loved her. They said she should be Miss America," said mother, Kathy Langas. "(They said) 'you're beautiful, your eyes are beautiful, your smile is beautiful.'... So, they gave her a ticket to Las Vegas."

From that moment on, Ashlee has been in a whirlwind of glitz and glamour and her parents said she is loving every minute in the limelight.

"She is the embodiment of all the hopes and dreams of all the small town dancers - she is going to live the dream," said Langas, smiling.

And it looks like she is well on her way.

Wednesday night, Mrs. Langas' cell phone chimed with a text message from her brunette starlet.

A grin spread across her face as she read the note. Ashlee said she was on the roof of the Hyatt in Beverly Hills, Calif., doing a photo shoot for the show.

"(We are) very proud," said Mrs. Langas.

Ashlee is the only Texan who has made it this far in the competition, according to the Langases.

From the producers of "American Idol" and "American Bandstand," the show, in its third season, is hosted by Cat Deeley, a United Kingdom television personality and a correspondent for "The Tonight Show with Jay Leno" and "Good Morning America," according to Fox.com.

After reaching the No. 1 spot on last summer's ratings it has moved to prime time.

It can be viewed 7 to 9 p.m. every Wednesday and 8 to 9 p.m. on Thursdays.

The contestants perform everything from street dances such as hip-hop and "krumping" to ballroom favorites such as salsa and the quickstep.

It has not been an easy journey, said her parents. Discovering her passion at a young age, Ashlee danced as often as she could.

"She has never said she wants to do anything else," said Mrs. Langas.

She was a Southern Belle at Robert E. Lee High School and became a Rangerette at Kilgore College. "She gives a lot of credit to (the) Rangerettes," said her mother.

With mentors and leaders such as director Dana Blair and assistant director Shelley Wayne for the dance team, Ashlee worked on her craft and aspired to become captain. She didn't get it.

"If she had been captain, she surely wouldn't have been doing this - something that is totally stepping out of the box," said Mrs. Langas.

So, in the face of adversity she flew to Chicago and put her best foot forward for Fox producers.

Last season, winner Benji Schwimmer received $100,000, a new car and a contract to appear in Celine Dion's "A New Day" show at The Colosseum at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas.

This year, Fox has kicked it up a notch, announcing that Ashlee and her fellow contestants will be competing for $250,000 cash among other prizes.

Dr. and Mrs. Langas say no matter what happens in the show, they know their "All-American" girl will be reaping the benefits for years to come.

"That is what you hope for your kids. A moment in the sun and a chance to be successful," Langas said.

For more information on Ashlee and "So You Think You Can Dance" visit www.fox.com.


